CHAPTER V

BIRTH OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

1875--1878

IN starting the movement which was destined to
do so much in breaking down the materialism of
her epoch Madame Blavatsky first sought to interest
those who were already aware of the phenomena
of Spiritualism. Apparently her aim was to show
that she could produce at will the phenomena with
which many were becoming familiar in the seance
room, and it would occupy too much space even to
enumerate the wonders which she performed;

those who knew her then have written fully of the
world of marvel and magic in which she habitually
moved at that time, yielding constantly to the
demands for manifestation of her wonderful control
over the unseen agencies in Nature, which waited
upon her slightest wishes. It is not difficult to
realise that by these means she speedily attracted
the attention of a large circle of people, and this
probably was the end she then had in view, for
later on, when the Theosophical Society was
established, she devoted herself to her true work
as a Spiritual Teacher and refused to yield to the
demand foi^^ marvels ".

The formation of a Society was proposed in the
autumfa of 1875 ; after some consideration its name
was chosen, and at New York, on November 17th of
that year, the President-Founder (Colonel Olcott)
delivered his inaugural address. The original objects